Sixty-three sources of sorghum [Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench] germplasm (Reg. no. GP-455 to GP-517, PI 533745 to PI 533807) (Table 1) were converted to early-maturing, combine-height lines and released in 1970 by the Texas Agricultural Experiment Station (TABS) and the USDA-ARS. This was the first release of fully converted exotic sorghums by the Sorghum Conversion Program. The released lines included several Zerazeras (IS 12608C, 12609C, 12610C, and 12664C) with excellent yield potential, wide adaptation, white food grain type, and resistance to several foliar and panicle diseases. Two of these lines (IS 2816C and IS 2403C) have outstanding resistance to anthracnose [caused by Colktotrichum graminicola (Ces.) G.W. Wils.] . IS 2816C also possesses excellent foliar disease resistance.
Conversion was accomplished by a backcrossing program, where crosses were made during the winter months in Puerto Rico under short-day photoperiods and selection for early, short genotypes within segregating populations was performed under longday, summer conditions at Chillicothe, TX (1). All converted lines received four backcrosses to the original exotic variety. The nonrecurrent parent used in most cases was an early-maturing, 4-dwarf 'Martin' B-line, BTx406, although R3105, BTx3121, or BTx3122 were also used in some cases. In each case, exotic varieties were used as male parents until the third backcross, when they were used as the female parent in order to recover the original cytoplasm in the converted line.
The converted lines are nonsensitive to photoperiod, will mature normally in the USA and are short statured (generally 3-or 4-dwarf in height, but occasionally 2-dwarf). At the time of release in 1970, these lines represented new sources of germplasm from the World Sorghum Collection of a height and maturity phenotype that would make them readily usable in the US A and other temperate-zone areas of the world. These materials contain new sources of desirable traits such as diversity, disease and insect resistance, drought resistance, and improved grain quality.
Recognition of origin of this germplasm should be indicated whenever it is used for research or breeding purposes. Though the release was made in 1970 and some programs may have seed of these lines, requests may still be made for breeder samples. 
